[Prenatal genotyping of the RhD locus by polymerase chain reaction in fetus at risk of hemolytic disease].
Modern management of Rh alloimmunization includes early diagnosis of fetal RhD genotype, precise assessment of the severity of fetal anemia and the use of minimal number of invasive diagnostic and therapeutic procedures. The severity of fetal anemia can be assessed by Doppler ultrasound, while fetal RhD genotype is determined from the amniotic cells or fetal DNA extracted from the mother's serum by polymerase chain reaction (PCR). Although prenatal RhD genotype diagnostic techniques have been used in developed countries more than 10 years, they have not been available in Croatia until recently. As a consequence of unavailability of these techniques in Croatia there has been inadequate approach to the patient, in whom inappropriate and unnecessary visits, amniocentesis, cordocentesis and laboratory tests were performed. Therefore, we describe the first case of successful prenatal diagnosis of fetal RhD genotype by PCR analysis of DNA extracted from amniotic fluid cells.